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Town of  Summerville 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

July 13, 2023 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Present:  Mayor Ricky Waring, Councilmembers Kima Garten-Schmidt, Bob Jackson, Aaron 
Brown, Russ Touchberry, Terry Jenkins and Bill McIntosh. Also in attendance were Town 
Administrator Lisa Wallace, Town Attorney GW Parker, and Town Clerk Beth Messervy.  A 
quorum was met.  Public and press were duly notified.  The meeting took place in Council 
Chambers at 200 South Main Street and was livestreamed from the Town’s website.   
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Waring called the meeting to order at 6:00pm on Thursday, July 13, 2023.   
Councilmember Russ Touchberry gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AWARDS 
Rodney Profit presented awards to Town of Summerville emergency personnel for their hard 
work and dedication to the Town.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to approve the minutes of the June 8, 
2023 Council meeting and the July 7, 2023 Standing Committee Meetings.  The motion carried.      
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Impact Fee Ordinance Amendment 
Kevin Carroll stated that lowering the discount fee on parks and recreation impact fees is a good 
idea.   
 
Ms. Wallace answered questions from the public, explaining that this ordinance would increase 
the impact fee on developers.   
 
There being no further questions, Mayor Waring closed the public hearing. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  - JULY 13, 2023 AGENDA ITEMS 
David Neal stated that removing 500 North Main Street will erode the tax base of the tif due to 
the exception of the County.  He also stated that other businesses in the district would have to 
cover the differences.   
 
Pat Cone stated that she thinks that the County should not remove the Veterans Memorial at 500 
North Main Street.  
 
Andrew Banks stated that Council has not considered the impact of traffic and parking if 500 
North Main Street is redeveloped.  He expressed his concern that the County did not do any 
traffic impact studies before they proposed a new development for the property.  
 
Dickie Miler stated that the Town needs to preserve the Town with a strategic annexation plan, 
and by preserving the downtown shopping district.   He also stated that the property at 500 North 
Main Street is important, and he would like the County to have more transparency in their plans. 
 
Anna Wade Banks read a public comment on behalf of Colonel Thomas Dion.  Col Dion stated 
that 500 North Main Street was created by the citizens of the Town of Summerville.  He also 
stated that the property has continued to serve citizens and serves as a welcoming history 
structure.   
 
Heyward Hutson spoke on behalf of the Preservation Society.  He stated that he expects the 
Town and County leaders to preserve and protect historic buildings in Town.  He stated that the 
historic preservation ordinance is a law. 
 
Barbara Mojonnier stated that she does not want to see 500 North Main Street removed from the 
tif district because it will enable the Dorchester County Council to demolish the building.  She 
stated that there would be too much traffic if 500 North Main was redeveloped and that the 
Summerville skyline will be parking garage.   
 
Tricia Melton stated that she does not believe the County has the power to demolish the building 
at 500 North Main.   
 
Ben Lafond spoke in representation of Samuel Pennington, who is applying for annexation and 
rezoning of his property on North Maple Street.   Mr. Lafond stated that Mr. Pennington wants to 
put a small car dealership on the property, and it would have to be zoned UC-MX in order to do 
that.     
 
There being no further comments, Mayor Waring closed this part of the meeting. 
 
 
PETITIONS 
Mr. Brown made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jenkins, to deny the petition by Samuel G. 
Pennington and Hallie Perkins to annex TMS#130-10-00-018, located at 518 N. Maple Street 
and totaling approximately 0.58 acres.  Currently zoned OI, Office and Institutional District in 
Dorchester County and will be zoned UC-MX, Urban Corridor Mixed-Use, upon annexation into 
the Town of Summerville’s municipal limits. (Council District 1).  Mr. Touchberry stated that 
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the property size and width would not be able to support the requirements of UC-MX zoning.  
He also stated that N-MX is zoning more appropriate for that area.  Some discussion followed.   
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to table the motion to deny.  The motion 
carried 5-2 with Mr. Brown and Mayor Waring voting in opposition.   Mr. McIntosh made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Touchberry to amend the petition and strike UC-MX and replace with 
N-MX upon annexation.  The motion carried 5-2 with Mr. Brown and Mayor Waring voting in 
opposition.  The vote on the petition as amended carried 5-2 with Mr. Brown and Mayor Waring 
voting in opposition. 
 
 
PENDING BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. Jackson made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jenkins, to give second and final reading of an 
ordinance to amend the Town of Summerville Code of Ordinances, Chapter 20, Article IV, 
Section 20-102, to reduce the eighty (80) percent discount of the maximum impact fee allowed to 
zero (0) percent (0%) so as to apply 100% of the maximum allowable Parks and Recreation 
Impact Fee.   The motion carried 6-1, with Mr. McIntosh voting in opposition.  
 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Touchberry, to give second and final reading of an 
ordinance to rezone TMS#130-14-13-009, located at 715 W. 5th North Street, approximately 
0.22 acres, and owned by Thomas A. Limehouse, from N-MX, Neighborhood Mixed-Use to UC-
MX, Urban Corridor Mixed-Use.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Touchberry made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to give second and final reading of an 
ordinance to rezone TMS#s 130-14-13-007 and -008, located at 100 N. Hampton Street and 711 
W. 5th North Street respectively, totaling approximately 1.1 acres, and owned by Willie S. 
Limehouse, from N-MX, Neighborhood Mixed-Use to UC-MX, Urban Corridor Mixed-Use.  
The motion carried unanimously.    
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to give first reading of an ordinance to 
release the existing lease and approve the new lease of 100 West Richardson Ave., Suite C.  
Some discussion followed.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Jackson made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jenkins, to give first reading of an ordinance to 
Amend The Town Of Summerville Midtown Redevelopment Plan In Order To Remove One 
Parcel From The Redevelopment Project Area And Making A Specific Finding Of Benefit To 
The Redevelopment Project Area Of A Town Public Safety And General Administrative 
Facility; Provide For Notice To Overlapping Taxing Jurisdictions In Connection With The 
Foregoing; Provide For Publication Of Notice Of Adoption Hereof; And Other Matters Related 
Thereto.  Mr. Jackson stated that the Town does not get any revenue from this property and that 
what the Town does with this ordinance does not impact what Dorchester County plans to do to 
the property.  Mr. McIntosh stated that the fact that there is no revenue from 500 North Main 
Street is included in the TIF agreement.   He stated that the ultimate decision to demolish the 
building at 500 North Main is the Board of Architectural Review’s.  Mr. McIntosh stated that he 
doesn’t care about if the property is in the TIF or not, but that he does care about what the 
County does to it.  Mayor Waring stated that it is not up to the Town Council to demolish the 
building at 500 North Main, and that he trusts the BAR to make the right decision.  Mr. 
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Touchberry stated that the TIF bonds did not factor in any revenue from 500 North Main Street.  
He also stated that Dorchester County Council has been responsive to him in regards to the plans 
for the property.  He stated that there is no information in front of the Town of Summerville staff 
or Council showing the County’s plans.   Ms. Garten-Schmidt stated that she is not impressed 
with the initial plan that the County presented, but that County Councilmembers are working on 
a new plan.   Mr. Jenkins stated that he feels strongly about certain buildings, but that the 
decision on taking the property out of the Midtown TIF does not change what can happen on that 
property.  The motion carried 6-1, with Mr. McIntosh voting in opposition.   
 
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jenkins, to approve a resolution to approve a new 
Organizational Chart for the Town of Summerville as presented in the agenda packet.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Touchberry, to approve a resolution to adopt the 
Town of Summerville Urban Forest Master Plan.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
  
MISCELLANEOUS 
Mr. Touchberry made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jenkins, to defer the police department’s 
agreements with the Charleston County Sheriff’s Office and Dorchester School District Two 
until the August Council meeting.   The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS (open) 
Mayor Ricky Waring opened the floor for public comments for any topic.   
 
Kevin Carroll stated that promoting recycling will reduce the trash impact and possibly the solid 
waste collection fees.  He also suggested that all residential streets have a speed limit of 25mph.  
He then expressed his concern with the Dorchester School District Two putting chains and locks 
on all of the playgrounds and fields.    
 
There being no further public comments, Mayor Waring closed this part of the meeting. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Ms. Garten-Schmidt, to enter into Executive Session to 
discuss the following:  

a) Receive legal advice and possible resolution of Applegate, LLC v. Town of Summerville 
b) Discussion of personnel matter relating to the position of Town Prosecutor 
c) Contractual and Legal Matters Related to Proposed Acquisition of Property 
d) Receive legal advice and update on the matter of Tyler v. Town of Summerville 
e) Discussion of personnel matter regarding appointment of Chief Judge 
f) Contractual matter related to FY 23 Audit Services 
g) Personnel Matters Related to Proposed Salary Adjustments for Council Direct Reports 

 
The motion carried unanimously, and Council entered into Executive Session at 7:29pm.  
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Council returned from Executive Session at 8:55pm.  Town Attorney GW Parker stated that 
Council met in Executive Session to discuss the following and that no action was taken: 

a) Receive legal advice and possible resolution of Applegate, LLC v. Town of Summerville 
b) Discussion of personnel matter relating to the position of Town Prosecutor 
c) Contractual and Legal Matters Related to Proposed Acquisition of Property 
d) Receive legal advice and update on the matter of Tyler v. Town of Summerville 
e) Discussion of personnel matter regarding appointment of Chief Judge 
f) Contractual matter related to FY 23 Audit Services 
g) Personnel Matters Related to Proposed Salary Adjustments for Council Direct Reports 

 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Touchberry, to authorize the Mayor to sign the 
mutual release ending all claims in the Applegate, LLC vs. Town of Summerville litigation.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to appoint Trey Jameson as Chief Judge 
for a term of 4 years effective immediately.   The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. McIntosh made a motion, seconded by Mr. Touchberry, to appoint Greene Finney as 
auditors for fiscal year 23 audit services.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to authorize the Town Administrator and 
Town Attorney to advertise for the position of Town Prosecutor.   The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Touchberry, to authorize the Mayor to increase the 
salaries of the Town Attorney and Town Administrator.  Mr. McIntosh stated that he didn’t agree 
with going from the Police Chief as the only employee making over $100,000 to, twelve years 
later, having other staff members making over $100,000.  The motion carried 6-1, with Mr. 
McIntosh voting in opposition.   
   
 
 
ADJOURN: 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to adjourn.  The motion carried 
unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 9:02pm.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,    APPROVED: 
 
 
             
   
Beth Messervy, Town Clerk    Ricky Waring, Mayor 
 



PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
REPORT for 

August 7, 2023 
5:30 PM 

 
The Planning and Development Committee of Town Council met on August 7, 2023.  The meeting was held in the Council Chambers of 
Town Hall, 200 S. Main Street, Summerville, SC.  Committee members present included Terry Jenkins, Council District 2; Russ 
Touchberry, Council District; and. Bob Jackson, Council District 6.  Staff members present included Jessi Shuler, AICP, Director of 
Planning and other Town staff. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:33 PM.   
 
Annexation: 
a. Ms. Shuler introduced the petition by Rolina Investments LLC to annex TMS#s 145-03-01-005, -006, and -009, located at 207 and 209 
Garbon Drive, and totaling approximately 3.2 acres.  Currently zoned R-1(M)(A), R-1, and TRM, respectively, in Dorchester County and 
will be zoned GR-5, General Residential, upon annexation into the Town of Summerville’s municipal limits. (Council District 3) She stated 
that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation for approval at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Mr. 
Jackson recused himself as he has an interest in adjacent property.  Mr. Touchberry made a motion to send the item to full Council with 
a recommendation of approval, and Mr. Jenkins made the second.  Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed 2-0.  
 
Rezonings: 
b. Ms. Shuler introduced the request to rezone TMS# 130-10-00-033, located at 823 W. 5th North Street, totaling approximately 1.69 
acres, and owned by Dorchester County, from UC-MX, Urban Corridor Mixed-Use, to PL, Public Lands. (Council District 1) She stated 
that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation for approval at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Mr. 
Jackson made a motion to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of approval, and Mr. Touchberry made the second.  Mr. 
Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
c. Ms. Shuler introduced the request to rezone TMS# 130-10-00-051, located at 603 N. Maple Street, totaling approximately 0.77 acres, 
and owned by Lawrence and Melissa Lopez Gibson, from N-R, Neighborhood Residential, to N-B, Neighborhood Business. (Council 
District 1) She stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation for approval at their meeting on 
July 17, 2023. Mr. Jackson made a motion to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of approval, and Mr. Touchberry made 
the second.  Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
UDO Amendments 
d. Ms. Shuler introduced the request to amend the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Chapter 10 - Signs, Section 10.5 
– Changeable Copy Signs. She stated that this amendment was submitted by a property owner/citizen, and the Planning Commission 
held a public hearing and sent the item to Council with no recommendation at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Mr. Jenkins asked for 
confirmation that this request was related to the amendments proposed by staff under letter f on the agenda.  Ms. Shuler confirmed that 
he was correct.  Both amendments seek to clarify some of the language in Chapter 10, and she explained that the main difference in the 
two proposed amendments is that this citizen-initiated request changes the process to allow a changeable copy/digital reader board to 
be approved at staff level for a window sign.  The current ordinance and staff’s proposed amendments require either DRB or BAR 
approval.  Mr. Touchberry noted that the approval of digital signs in the Town has not gone particularly well so far, but that he does 
believe there is a place for high-quality digital signage in the future; however, he does not believe that we are at the point yet where they 
can be approved at staff level.  Mr. Touchberry then made a motion to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of denial, and 
Mr. Jackson made the second.  Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
e. Ms. Shuler introduced the proposed amendments to the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Chapter 7 – Parking and 
Driveways, Section 7.3 – Vehicle Parking Location.  She stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a 
recommendation for approval at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Ms. Shuler noted that this was a staff proposed amendment and briefly 
explained that this amendment was intended to correct a discrepancy between Chapter 2 and Chapter 7 regarding the allowed location 
for parking in the N-MX zoning district.  The correction will make it clear that parking is allowed on both the side and rear in that zoning 
district.  Mr. Jackson made a motion to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of approval, and Mr. Touchberry made the 
second.  Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
f. Ms. Shuler introduced the proposed amendments to the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Chapter 10 – Signs, 
Section 10.2.1 – Applicability, Section 10.4.3 – Building Signs Requiring a Permit, Section 10.5 – Changeable Copy Signs, Section 10.8.1 
– Incidental Signs, and Section 10.9 – Prohibited Signs.  She stated that these were the staff-initiated amendments, and the Planning 



Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation for denial at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Ms. Shuler briefly explained 
that the changes to the first two sections noted add clarifying language for window signage.  The change to Section 10.5 as previously 
discussed, clarifies the allowances and process for changeable copy/digital signs, but keeps the requirement for DRB or BAR approval 
for commercial businesses.  The change to Section 10.8.1 clarifies that open/closed signs do not count towards signage allowances, and 
the change to Section 10.9, specifically calls out the prohibition of flutter/feather flags.  Flutter/feather flags have been prohibited, but this 
change calls them out specifically.  Mr. Jackson asked if they could possibly be allowed in some instances, but Ms. Shuler explained that 
commercial signage of the same type generally has to be treated the same – a distance from the road or something of that sort could 
potentially be added, but that would then make enforcement more of a nightmare.  Following the discussion, Mr. Jackson made a motion 
to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of approval, and Mr. Touchberry made the second.  Mr. Touchberry then asked 
why the Planning Commission recommended denial of the proposal.  Ms. Shuler explained that one of the Commissioners felt that 
changeable copy signage shouldn’t require Board approval.  Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
g. Ms. Shuler introduced the proposed amendments to the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Chapter 13 – 
Administration & Procedures, Section 13.3.3 – Board of Zoning Appeals and Section 13.4.2 – Public Notice Requirements.  She stated 
that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation for approval at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Ms. 
Shuler briefly explained that the amendment to the BZA increased the membership from five members to seven members, which would 
allow each Councilmember to have an appointment.  Most of the other Boards already have seven members.  The amendment to Section 
13.4.2 changes the public notice requirements for mailing out a public notice of a BAR application to only be mailed to adjacent property 
owners.  With the current requirement of mailing the notice to all property owners within 500 feet, often 50-100 letters must be mailed 
each month; a number of them end up being returned by the USPS, and residents within the Historic District have complained about the 
number of letters they receive.  Mr. Touchberry made a motion to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of approval, and 
Mr. Jackson made the second.  Mr. Jackson questioned how many responses staff receives from the letters, and Ms. Shuler responded 
that staff receives very few responses.  Following the discussion, Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
h. Ms. Shuler introduced the proposed amendments to the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Chapter 15 – Definitions, 
Section 15.3 – Definition of Terms.  She stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation for 
approval at their meeting on July 17, 2023.  Ms. Shuler briefly explained that the only changes being made were to clarify the wording of 
the window signs definition and correct the single-family dwelling definition, which was inadvertently included previously within the window 
sign definition.  Mr. Jackson made a motion to send the item to full Council with a recommendation of approval, and Mr. Touchberry made 
the second.  Mr. Jenkins called for the question, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Following no additional business or discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 5:47 PM on a motion by Mr. Jackson, and a second by Mr. 
Touchberry.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jessi Shuler, AICP     August 8, 2023 
Director of Planning      



 

 

 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Minutes from August 7, 2023 Meeting 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:50pm by acting Chairman Aaron Brown.  Committee 
members Terry Jenkins and Aaron Brown were present.  Committee Chair Bill McIntosh was on 
Zoom, but unable to participate due to technical difficulties.  Police Chief Doug Wright and Fire 
Chief Brent Melcher were also present.     

 
 
Chief Wright gave a quarterly update of the Police Department, highlighting the calls for 

service, grant application status, and community involvement.   
 
Chief Melcher gave a quarterly update of the Fire and Rescue Department, highlighting the 

incident reports, significant incidents, training, education, and recruitment activities.   
 
 

 
There being no further business, Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brown, to 

adjourn. The motion carried, and the meeting adjourned at 6:00pm.   
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
__________________________ 
Beth Messervy, Town Clerk 



 
 

TOWN of SUMMERVILLE, SC 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

August 7, 2023 
 

The Finance Committee met on Monday, August 7, 2023.  Present were Mayor Waring and Committee 
members Bob Jackson, Aaron Brown, Kima Garten-Schmidt, Russ Touchberry and Terry Jenkins.  
Committee member Bill McIntosh arrived at 6:05pm.   Also present were Town Administrator Lisa 
Wallace, Town Attorney G.W. Parker, and Town Clerk Beth Messervy. Other staff members, members of 
the press and members of the public were duly notified.  The meeting was held in Council Chambers on the 
third floor of the Annex Building at 200 S. Main Street and livestreamed from the Town’s web site.    
 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 
Beth Messervy, Town Clerk 

Welcome Mayor Waring called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.   
 

Presentation of 
Financial 
Statements 

Finance Director Rhonda Moore presented the July 2023 financial statements.  She 
answered questions from the Committee/Councilmembers. 

Financial 
Requisitions 
And 
Contracts 

Mr. Brown made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to authorize the surplus of 
vehicle R63, a 2002 Ford F150 with 156,000 miles.  Request from the Parks & 
Recreation Department.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. McIntosh, to issue a purchase order 
in the amount of $40,352 to Santee Automotive for a 2023 Dodge Durango 
AWD for the School Resource Officer Unit. Funds are to come from the general 
fund and will be reimbursed by the State of South Carolina from an SRO grant.  
The motion carried unanimously.    
 

Executive 
Session 

N/A   

Other Business N/A   

Adjourn Mr. Jenkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. McIntosh, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 6:09pm. 
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10.5 CHANGEABLE COPY/DIGITAL SIGNS 

 

10.5.1 DEFINITIONS  

Changeable Copy Sign is defined as a sign or portion of a sign with characters, letters, or 

illustrations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. 

A sign on which the message changes more than once per day shall be considered a digital sign 

and not a changeable copy sign for purposes of this chapter. 

Digital Sign is defined as any sign that is remotely changed on or off site and has a message 

duration time established. Digital Sign copy is altered by electric or electronic means.  

 

10.5.2 APPLICABILTY 

Changeable copy signs are allowed only at indoor entertainment, gas/fueling stations, churches, 

schools, theaters, civic uses and parks.  

 

10.5.3 APPROVAL REQUIRED  

Changeable copy and Digital signs with changeable letters or images are not allowed by-right as 

freestanding or wall signs.  Such signs may be allowed for the following uses and must be 

approved by Town Staff unless otherwise noted:  

A. Educational establishments: kindergarten, elementary, junior, senior or degree educational 

programs  

B. Churches or spiritual institutions  

C. Window signage 

D. Commercial establishments:  

1. Fuel Sales: For fuel sales establishments the changeable copy shall not be more than 40% of 

the sign face area.  

2. Other establishments: For other establishments, the changeable copy shall not be more than 

25% of the maximum freestanding signage area subject to approval by the DRB. Churches, 

schools and theaters are exempt from this requirement. 
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10.5.4 WALL/FREESTANDING STANDARDS 

 

A. Sign Area: Changeable copy signs count as part of the computation for freestanding or 

marquee signs only and shall not exceed 50% of the total allocated sign area. 

 

B. Digital Signs: Digital signs with changeable copy shall be subject to the same size and 

placement limitations as non-digital signage subject to approval by the DRB. 

 

C. Single Color: Changeable copy shall be expressed in one color only. 

 

D. Time for Message Rotation: Signs containing automatic changeable copy messages must 

remain fixed, static, motionless, and non-flashing for a period of at least eight (8) seconds. 

 

 

10.5.5 Window Sign Standards  

 

A. Sign Area: Changeable copy/digital signs shall not exceed 5% of the total window area. 

 

B. Digital Signs: Digital signs with changeable copy shall be subject to the same size and 

placement limitations as non-digital window signage. 

 

C. Multi Color: Changeable copy signs shall be expressed in three colors only. 

 

D. Time for Message Rotation: Signs containing automatic changeable copy messages must 

remain fixed, static, motionless, and non-flashing for a period of at least ten (10) seconds. 

 

E. There shall be no video feed or flashing lights.  

 

 

PERMITTED SIGN TYPES MAXIMUM AREA & HEIGHT OTHER REQUIREMENTS MAXIMUM NUMBER 

E. Window Signs 

 

 

Applicability: Permitted on windows 

and doors. 

Maximum Area: 25% of each 

window 

►  Permitted on first floor and second floor 

windows only 

► Neon signs mounted on the inside face of 

windows shall not exceed 5 sq. ft. and shall 

be counted as part of the total window sign 

area 

►  Good visibility, both in and out of the 

window, must be maintained 

►  Digital Signs may be permitted 

in the N-MX and the Historic 

District Overlay per 10.5.3 

Subject to total 

allowable Building 

Sign area 

F. Awning/Canopy Signs Maximum Width of Canopy Sign: ►  Illumination integral to the design of the 1 per tenant 

 



AN ORDINANCE 
 

TO AMEND THE SUMMERVILLE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE 
FOR CHANGES TO CHAPTER 7, SECTION 7.3, VEHICLE PARKING LOCATION, OF THE 
TOWN OF SUMMERVILLE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council members of the Town of Summerville, in Council 
assembled, that Chapter 7, Section 7.3, Vehicle Parking Location, of the Summerville Unified 
Development Ordinance are hereby amended as follows: 
 

 
 
Ratified this    day of   , 2023 A.D. 
 
                     
              Ricky Waring, Mayor 
 
      
                      
               Beth Messervy, Town Clerk 
PUBLIC HEARING:  _____________ 
FIRST READING:  __________________  
SECOND READING:  ___________________ 

UC-MX, 
N-MX 

Parking 
located in the 
side yard can 
be no closer 
to the street 
than the 
building. 
 



AN ORDINANCE 
 

TO AMEND THE SUMMERVILLE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE 
FOR CHANGES TO CHAPTER 10, SECTION 10.2.1.A, APPLICABILITY; SECTION 10.4.3.B & 
E, WALL SIGNS & WINDOW SIGNS; SECTION 10.5, CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS; 
SECTION 10.8.1, INCIDENTAL SIGNS; AND SECTION 10.9.E, MOVING, FLASHING, OR 
AUDIBLE SIGNS, OF THE TOWN OF SUMMERVILLE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council members of the Town of Summerville, in Council 
assembled, that Chapter 10, Section 10.2.1.A, Applicability; Section 10.4.3.B & E, Wall Signs & 
Window Signs; Section 10.5, Changeable Copy Signs; Section 10.8.1, Incidental Signs, and Section 10.9, 
Prohibited Signs, of the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Chapter 10 
Section 10.2.1.A - Applicability 
10.2.1 APPLICABILITY 

A. The regulations of this chapter shall apply to the placement, construction, erection, alteration, 
replacement, maintenance, use, type, quantity, location, material, and size of all exterior signs 
(including window signs, see definition in Chapter 15) within the planning jurisdiction of the 
Town of Summerville. No sign shall be erected, altered or maintained unless it is in compliance 
with the regulations of this section. 
 

Section 10.4.3.B & E – Wall Signs & Window Signs 
 

 



 
 
Section 10.5 –Changeable Copy Signs 
10.5.1  APPLICABILITY 

Changeable copy signs are allowed only at indoor entertainment, gas/fueling stations, churches, 
schools, theaters, civic uses and parks.  
 

10.5.2 APPROVAL REQUIRED 10.5.1 STAFF APPROVAL REQUIRED 
Reader Boards Changeable copy, digital, or other signs with changeable letters or images (manual 
or digital) are not allowed by-right as freestanding, window, or wall signs. Such signs may be 
allowed for the following uses and must be approved by Town Staff and meet the standards 
detailed in 10.5.2 unless otherwise noted below:  
A. Educational establishments:  kindergarten, elementary, junior, senior or degree educational 
programs  
B. Churches or spiritual institutions 
C. Commercial establishments:  

1. Fuel Sales: For fuel sales establishments the changeable copy or digital sign shall not 
be more than 40% of the sign face area and shall only display the price per gallon. 
2. Other establishments: For other establishments, the changeable copy shall not be more 
than 25% of the maximum freestanding signage area subject to approval by the DRB. 
Churches, schools and theaters are exempt from this requirement. 
 

10.5.3 STANDARDS 10.5.2 DRB/BAR APPROVAL REQUIRED 
 For those uses not detailed above, changeable copy, digital, or other signs with changeable letters 

or images (manual or digital) are only allowed with DRB or BAR approval and must meet the 
applicable standards detailed below: 
A. Freestanding and wall sign standards 

A.1. Sign Area: Changeable copy and digital signs count as part of the computation for 
freestanding and wall or marquee signs only and shall not exceed 50% of the total allocated 
sign area for the specific type of sign. 
B. Digital Signs: Digital signs with changeable copy shall be subject to the same size and 
placement limitations as non-digital signage subject to approval by the DRB. 
C. 2. Single Color: Changeable copy and digital signs shall be expressed in one color only. 
Digital images may be exempt from this requirement if approved by the DRB or BAR. 
D. 3. Time for Message Rotation: Signs containing automatic changeable copy messages 
must remain fixed, static, motionless, and non-flashing for a period of at least eight (8) 
seconds.  
4. There shall be no video feed or flashing lights. 

 B. Window sign standards 

“Illuminated” will replace 
“Neon,” “or displayed” will 
be added after “mounted,” 
“or outside” will be added 
after “inside,” and “Only 
permitted with BAR 
approval in the Historic 
District Overlay.” will be 
added to the end. 



 1. Sign area: Changeable copy and digital signs, mounted or displayed on the inside or 
outside face of the window, count as part of the computation for total allowable window 
signage.  Digital signs are considered illuminated and shall meet all requirements of 
Section 10.4.3.E. 

 2. Single Color: Changeable copy shall be expressed in one color only.  Digital images 
may be exempt from this requirement if approved by the DRB or BAR. 

 3. Time for Message Rotation: Signs containing automatic changeable copy messages 
must remain fixed, static, motionless, and non-flashing for a period of at least eight (8) 
seconds. 

 4. There shall be no video feed or flashing lights. 
  
Section 10.8.1 – Incidental Signs 
10.8.1 INCIDENTAL SIGNS 

A. Building Addressing: Building addressing and other signs required for the provision of 
emergency services and the delivery of mail/packages. 
B. Multi-Tenant Building Sign: On multi-tenant building an additional sign is permitted that may 
be up to 4 square feet in area. 
C. Wall or Directional/Informational Signs (e.g., tenant identification, open/closed signs, 
directional signs):  

1. Residential Structure: All signs under 1 square feet in area   
2. All Other Structures: All signs under 4 square feet in area are permitted and do not 
require a sign permit.   

D. Decorations: Temporary holiday decorations. 
 
Section 10.9.E – Moving, Flashing, or Audible Signs 
E. Moving, Flashing or Audible Signs: Signs that can potentially distract drivers with the following  
features are prohibited: 

1. Signs which display intermittent or flashing lights or moving parts are not permitted, except  
barber’s poles, time/temperature signs and temporary signs erected by a public agency. 
2. Portable or mobile signs utilizing any type of illumination or electrical connections except  
temporary signs erected by a public agency. 
3. Devices consisting of banners, streamers, pennants, feather/flutter flags, wind-blown 
propellers, balloons, inflatable devices, strung light bulbs and similar installations, unless 
approved by Town Staff for temporary events only. 
4. Permanent moving signs or devices designed to attract attention with any of the following  
features: 

a. All or part of which move by any means regardless of whether they contain written  
messages. 
b. Set in motion by movement of the atmosphere or by mechanical, electrical or other 
means, including but not limited to: pennants, posters, propellers, discs, ribbons, 
streamers, forced air tubes, strings of light bulbs and spinners 
c. Flashing signs or devices displaying flashing or intermittent lights or lights of changing  
degrees of intensity, except for signs displaying time and temperature and temporary 
signs erected by a public agency. 
d. Signs which emit audible sound, odor or visible matter. 

5. Signs placed on vehicles or trailers which are parked or located for the primary purpose of  
displaying such sign. (This does not apply to lettering on trucks, automobiles, buses, taxis or  
service vehicles operating during the normal course of business.) 

 
  
 



 
Ratified this    day of   , 2023 A.D. 
 
 
             
      Ricky Waring, Mayor 
 
      
             
      Beth Messervy, Town Clerk 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  ____________ ____ 
 
FIRST READING:  __________________  
 
SECOND READING:  ___________________ 



AN ORDINANCE 
 

TO AMEND THE SUMMERVILLE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, 
CHAPTER 13, SECTION 13.3.3, BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS, SUBSECTION B, 
MEMBERSHIP; AND SECTION 13.4.2, PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIREMENTS, 
SUBSECTION D, ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER MAILED NOTICE (M), OF THE 
TOWN OF SUMMERVILLE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council members of the Town of Summerville, in 
Council assembled, that the Summerville Unified Development Ordinance, Section 13.3.3, 
Board of Zoning Appeals, Subsection B, Membership; and Section 13.4.2, Public Notice 
Requirements, Subsection D, Adjacent Property Owner Mailed Notice (M) are amended to read 
as follows: 
 
13.3.3 BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS   

B. Membership: Five (5) Seven (7) members  
 
13.4.2 PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 

D. Adjacent Property Owner Mailed Notice (M)  
1. Required Notification Type: Mailed notice will be delivered to all adjacent property 
owners within 500 feet of the site. 
2. Required Period of Notice: This notice shall be mailed/emailed not less than 7 calendar 
days prior to the meeting at which the application will be reviewed.  
3. Content of Notice: 

a. Project Name 
b. Project Applicant 
c. Type of application; 
d. The time, date and location of the public hearing/meeting; and 
e. A phone number/email address to contact the Town. 

 
Ratified this    day of   , 2023 A.D. 
 
 
             
      Ricky Waring, Mayor 
 
      
             
      Beth Messervy, Town Clerk 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  _________________ 
 
FIRST READING:  _____________________  
 
SECOND READING: __ ___________ 
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